5 - for his family. The 
ER, one of the areas earliest and most prolific archi Bore Stated in Oak Park, was complated a n'1920. The family continued 
here at roughly the age of 20. prownc Grebe ie to live in the house until 1929. 


J ohn door plumbing this was latradded by 


‘Roffler nm 1911, John Roffer| 


+ his wife Beatrice. 
One of area's first ~ Johnson was the first banker 
_ architects helped shape i andacommunity leader. The Johnson House 
. thelook of many early ee ear Ss 
houses in east county Rofiler crafted the house for $3,500 
lumber purchased from Larch 
By SALLY ALVES ese compery:|a company 
Post-Record Correspondent Leader This riginal one sory singe 
ohn Roffler was a prolific builder and pated iron then eure it 
designer of homes in Camas. His first solo Bengaiow mr, Os palaroak fal widh 
effort was the house for his bride, Ethel front porch with its stout porch posts, 
Bartow, later called “The John Roffler i smth windows. The ot oats 
House.” Over his brief career from 1906 Deportes ops peg 2 transition 
al ——— at 45 years of age in 1924, from a ae Lag 
‘offer designed and built over 200 houses pesecl reno tehapely Pe 
of various architectural styles. Many of his cpa nian om geal 
historic dwellings still stand today in East “The Johnson House was increased in size 
Clark County and Skamania County. when ahalf-story and basement were added 
The Roffler family moved toCamas from to the rear of the house. 
Minnesota in 1889, six years after the origi- In 1911 theJohn RofMer family moved to 
nal townsite of LaCamas was platted. In a new home built by Roffler in downtown 
1883 Henry Pittock and his associates orga- Cama a eg ee re 
nized the oe Colony Company and RofierIisatwo-aary.two broom bam 
Purchased acres of land located on Sion patted : 
the Washington side of the Columbia River a i ented a oot isan 
and Lackamas Lake and Creek to locate a important RofMler feature. 
ral ad pa new owns By Se 
«the Columbia River Paper aes) ccd 
was in operation, an addition (Cowan's. Hey Gana Vely power, Hey 
Pee nn) the original townsite had been » Monroe Knapp fourier member of he 
ch Washi gislature was 
Platted, businesses had opened, and the scent an 1889 atthe signing of the Wash- 
Suis ~ ington State Constitution, . 
Eee 8 Peon! and che In 1915 Roffler built the Farrell House 
ra! eg 
Asa i ™ which is considered Camas’ 
___Asayoungman growing up onthe fam- a 
ily farm located at Lackamas Lake three ‘community leader who together with his 
miles north of Camas, John Roffler’sinter- — "wife, Rose Roffler Farrell, opened a gen- 
est tended toward the building of boats and Pacers Bs 190) Gat i toney one of 
furniture. However, in 1895, his mother, — Coy. ee 
Katharina Roffler, built on“her property a Rose asked her 
Queen Anne Victorian-style home with a Classical Revival dwelling as er 
turret room and widow’s walk. As 16-year- postcard. The site.was located on a full 
old John watched the construction of his proaleptelenigh Coser Whee = 
new family home, he developed a special pleted the large square neo-classical two. 
feeling for the graceful architecture of the and-e-half story dwelling had an imposing 
Bee hae aye ro mel pe roy at 
In 1902 when John was 22, successful retaining wall on its southem elevation, 
newspaperman Henry Pittock began build- The porch a are also of concrete, 
ing a sumptuous victorian farmhouse over- menrel Sen coud elton’ bathe = 
looking Lackamas Lake. Phe home called Washingsn cima, 
“Lakeside” was a wedding gift from Pittock In 1920, John RofMer constructed a house 
to his son Frederick and new bride, Bertha for his sister, Anna Roffler Eddy. Anna 
Leadbetter who planned to farm the acres - ae ld schioved her own hocal fame 
surrounding the property. John Roffler was Farrell, in a Camas cohen er 
hired asacarpenter’sassistanton the houst-. named Farrell & Eddy's. Rose'sand Anna's 
~ building project. Sesbes Wea et oe 
Many of the graceful details originating Comty andthePertunderee Arsen 
in the Roffler family home and “Lakeside” Eddy resided here until her death in 1972, 
were later expressed in Roffler homes. Ikis-~ ‘The Eddy House is a rare local example 
generally felt that John Roffler's home of the Prairie syle of achitectare, which 
building style was influenced by exposure on the East Coast. Seong hate 
to the two earlier homes. are hallmark to the style, The low-pitched 
In 1905, John Roffler married Ethel pest plier en oe 
Bartow and the two were soon expecting begaca) “ ead 
their first child. John set to work building a phasis of the dwelling. ‘ 
_ home for his new family that tured out to In 1920 John Roffler completed work on 
be a:smaller version of “Lakeside,” The fourth home for his family i the Oak Park 
John Roffler House was completed in 1906 / crate Rana, (The third home was 
4 bei v 's Roost,” a smaller home on the 
in the Queen Anne Victorian style and sits ‘Same property perched on wooden stilt sup- 
proudly restored today across the street* ports overlooking the Washougal River.) 
‘from Crown Park in Camas. orl | John Roffler IV features an impressive por- 


~The John Roffler House was built with a | tico, which is composed of concrete col- 
full ret, bay windows and aconical roof.» Tense ela to te Fanet Home, 
‘The turret hassteamedarched roof supports | window. The exterior walls of RofMler IV 
akin to those of a boat. The house is com- _ sm made of rough “cas stone” blocks. The 
posed of two gabled units which form an L~ family lived here until 1929. 
“shape. A three-window bay projects from 
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